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THE AMERICAS

Wiiderness Unbound
No. Armerica's largest national park
1 is alsir ome oF its least crowd
ed—yot 1ur[1rixrr1gl'-r Arcessi-
ble. At 13 million acres, this daunti itig:
expanse of momntains, vivers, and mam-
moth glaciers is six times the size of
Yellowstone but gets only 40,000 an-
rinal visttors “It's wF:-.'rc Alaskans them-
selves go 1o get away,” says Shannon
Lowry, aJmmuJ editue ot Alask g
azine. The park and preserve offer back-
packing, mountaindering, river running,
glacier hiking, Nightsceing, even laig
game h1.1nt||n,¥ -in the wildest of
settings. “Some wildernesses have well-
1'{\1 l!'I}LlI 'I:I'..'LIJ.NI ngr!!!. llflfl 1|I|1.FF<-. \-l.‘:!‘
park ranger Megan Brokaw. "But this
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: Adventures on lce

park is ruly undeveloped.” Make the |

town of Mct arthy
drive fram ‘kmlmmu-

an cight-hour
vour base ol
operations, From there vou can mount
irnultiday adventure o dabble in near-
by altractions, .-.l.u.'h A tl:u.' |il.-|1!:|l'1l|_ gll':ml
town of Kennecott o the Root Gla:
cier. *You don't need permits,” says
Brokaw: “A lundamental et al thi vx-
per iemee.at this frar kis youm freedom.”

NATIONAL BEDGRAPHIC TRAVELER

For top-notch adventure in
the treeless tundra, head 10
Munavut,
territory (1999), which covers a fifth of
the nation, extending north and west
ol Hudsan Bay. Book ahear with a tour
operator or all-melusive lodge and plan
on flying: No roads go to Nunavut
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Canada's newest

*Sea kavak in the chiseled Hordsof

north Baffin [sland ®
Duberow:-ol Arctic I"h]'rssv-n “Is one
ol the few |JL|: 8 youl can see both land

SUgPests Rahin

and sca mammals at onee, ing lucling the
elusive narwhal " Trek to the North
Pole, sleep in an iglon, -‘It}gijl. il ter the
floe edge, and camp beneath the haunt-
ng awrora borealis: Foeally, visit Ioair
communittes al Gjoa Haven on the
MNorthwest l‘nsmqe

Canada’s French Coast

] E'..‘i(_‘.]pt‘ to CQuehec’s L'inxjr:ﬁ
Peninsula, where a 1|t.'+;'h‘-h::!he
French atmosphere permeates

a landscape of mountains, foress, cliffs,

.‘lnrl SthLI‘:‘d le':lﬂl hl]]é‘::wm. Eve r}

Mo

: blufik. Or just drive, stopping at vari

exertion brmga :il.rt.'l.‘-lﬂ.l rewards: At the
Gaspesie Park, 25 of the highest sum.
miits in Quebec make hiking sublime,
also kayak or hang glide, and watch
for a herd of rave woodland cariboy
Follow the International Appalachian
Tradl, an extension of the Famous Geor
gra-to- Maine route, to Cap Gaspe, *Thi:
views encompass the entire penmsula’
says Jean: Guy Chavarie of Forillon
National Park. Don't miss the Jardins
de Métis, where 40 acres of English
stvle gardiens include rave Himalavan
e poppies. Picnic on the e Bonaven
ture, home to the continent s largest
colony of gannet seahirds

The Northwest Unspoiled

For the legendary beauty ol
the Pacific Coast without the
crowids, head ro the 260-mile
stretech between Florenoe, Oregon, aml
Eurcka, Calitérmia 1t i!F.'I{‘ti:‘.l"!n' Ll
tamer, Hike the whole route via the
Oregon Coast Trail and the nearly
complete California Coastal Trail, hoth
with seenic beaches, |‘.|.|._1. 8, and loreste]
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