FOR ALL
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Adventures in the
Great Land
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relative softness of forest meets the slowly chang:

g hardscape of volcanie geology

And i seend it can all change from moment to

moment as the most variable of elements; lgh,

plays off the landseape and the atmosphere, the

weather and the svasons, producing unexpected

and Heeting combinations of color and texture,

Photographer Frans Lanting recently turned his
focus on the landscape of the Wrangell-5t. Elias
Mational Park and Preserve in south-central
Alaska, the largest national park in the United
States. A noted wildlife photographer who has
traveled the workd on sssignment for such mjor
publications as Nattoaal Gepgraphic, Lanting
spent hours taking photos out the open window
of a small Super Cub bush plane—xat 100 feet,
1000 feet, 10,000 foet—awestruck by the

Auaha Aurfirmd Fugeros | [Dctoier 5004

Lowr ML TATEN CRATEE & WIHOEIE FATH ALOWG THI BURFACE GF &
cLaCIEn we THE Wisnsii-51 Fioks Hamons, Pan sun Prrsem

Tor A DutH PLEAE FUDE THRDWaHN Teeb Pasts LIHWEERTY FAMGE
Borriosd Evveisg LilHT ASON & WUANRAL CAYT TO THE BOREAL PORIET OF
wl Crirreaa RBrees Yaoioe,




wilderness that surrounded hiom; He noted that amd
ther park’s glants of stone and ice, the plane seemed 10

be thoroughly encompassed by the termin,

Lanting was born in Rotterdam, Netherlands, and
came o the United States to study epvironmental
planning. He lell his graduate studies in 1980 to
devote himezell fulltime to photography, being espe-
clally captivated by wildlite and changing environ
ments. I the list bwo decades he hag photographed
some of the wildest and most remote plates on the
planer, from the-Amazon o the Arcric, “portraying

wild creatures as ambassadors for the preservation of

complete ecosystems” Settings closer o his home in

Santa Cruz, Callfornia, sull intrigue him as well:
Lanting views Monterey Bay as one of his seven won
ders of the world, His work in the Woangell-5e, Ellis,
some of which s included in these pages. is part ot a

serhes he's doing on American landscapes. —PF.
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